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India has an exemplary record on control-
ling its licit opium production and distribu-
tion process, despite formidable challenges
to its efforts. The Government of India can
be correctly proud of its diligent law enforce-
ment agencies and the introduction of high-
tech methods, including “Smart Cards” for
each licensed opium farmer. Recently, In-
dian enforcement officials identified and de-
stroyed substantial illicit opium poppy cul-
tivation in areas thought to be free of illicit
cultivation in the past. Indian officials will
want to investigate the circumstances of this
surprisingly large illicit cultivation to identify
those behind this disquieting phenomenon
and arrest, prosecute, and convict them.

Nigeria has made progress on many nar-
cotics control and anti-money laundering
benchmarks. There is reason to be hopeful.
The Economic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission has seized millions in the proceeds
of crime, anti-money laundering efforts have
been successful, and Nigeria is cooperating
with the international community to improve
its efforts against money laundering even
more. Still necessary are procedural reforms
to streamline extradition procedures. For
many narcotics criminals no sanction is more
effective than the fear they could face a court
and jail time in the countries to which they
have trafficked narcotics. Nigeria should also
re-double its efforts to use its frequent ap-
prehension of street criminals and couriers
to identify and prosecute major drug traf-
fickers.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
submit this report under section 706 of the
FRAA, transmit it to the Congress, and pub-
lish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 17.

Teleconference Remarks With
Provincial Reconstruction Team
Leaders and Brigade Combat
Commanders in Iraq

September 17, 2007

Secretary Rice and Secretary Gates, Gen-
eral Pace, members of my national security
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team have just listened to some briefings
from Provincial Reconstruction Teams in
Iraq. I want to thank our fellow citizens for
serving on the frontline of—in this war
against extremists and radicals. I appreciate
their dedication, and I appreciate the sac-
rifice of their families.

General Odierno just briefed us on an in-
teresting statistic. He said that for the week
of September 8-15, attack levels across Iraq
are the lowest they have been since January
of 2006, which, of course, is a time prior to
the Samarra bombing. And when you couple
that with the grassroots efforts that our
PRT—Provincial Reconstruction Teams are
making, you begin to get a sense of why I'm
confident that we can succeed in Iraq, why
I believe that the efforts that we're making
toward making sure that an extremists like
Al Qaida doesn’t have safe haven from which
to plot attacks and, at the same time, helping
people realize the blessings of liberty, which
will yield long-term peace, can happen, can
succeed.

And so I told the folks there that, on behalf
of a grateful nation, that we thank them for
what they’re doing. And I look forward to
further discussions with those who actually
see the progress that is taking place, with
those who are living amongst the people and
can report firsthand that the success that was
reported on by General Petracus and Ambas-
sador Crocker now happens on a—is hap-
pening on a daily basis.

Now, there’s no question, we got more
work to be done. But the question I always
ask myself is, is the mission important to the
security of the United States? And the an-
swer is, absolutely. And can we be success-
ful? And the answer to that is, yes, we can.

And I want to thank you all very much
for seeing to it that we will be successful.
Thank you for your time, and we ask for
God’s blessings on you.

Thank you.

NoTE: The teleconference began at 10:10 a.m.
The President spoke from the Roosevelt Room
at the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Lt. Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Corps—Iraq;
and Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq.
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Remarks on the Nomination of Judge
Michael B. Mukasey To Be Attorney
General

September 17, 2007

Good morning. I'm pleased to announce
my nomination of Judge Michael Mukasey
to be the 81st Attorney General of the United
States. Judge, thank you for agreeing to
serve.

The Attorney General serves as our Na-
tion’s chief law enforcement officer. The At-
torney General has an especially vital role to
play in a time of war, and when we face the
challenges—and we face the challenge of
protecting our people on a daily basis from
deadly enemies, while at the same time pro-
tecting our freedom.

Judge Mukasey brings impressive creden-
tials to this task. In 1987, he was nominated
by President Ronald Reagan to the United
States District Court of the Southern District
of New York. It’s one of the country’s busiest
and most respected trial courts. He sat on
that court for more than 18 years, and he
earned the reputation as a tough, but fair
judge. For 6 of those years, he was the chief
judge, and he was a sound manager and a
strong leader. Throughout his time on the
bench, Judge Mukasey was widely admired
for his brilliance and his integrity.

Mike has experience in the Justice Depart-
ment and private practice, as well as having
served on the bench. He served 4 years as
an Assistant United States Attorney in Man-
hattan, where he tried many cases and he
developed expertise in the workings of the
criminal justice system. He’s also worked as
a partner in a law firm, and he holds degrees
from Columbia University and Yale Law
School.

Some of Judge Mukasey’s most important
legal experience is in the area of national se-
curity. Judge Mukasey presided over the trial
of the terrorist known as “the Blind Sheikh”
and his codefendants in the conspiracy to de-
stroy prominent New York City landmarks,
including bombing of the World Trade Cen-
ter in 1993.

Before the 9/11 attacks, this was one of
the most important terrorism cases in our
Nation’s history, and the verdict in that case
was affirmed on appeal. In affirming the con-
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victions, the appeals court signaled out the
judge for praise. I found it very interesting
of—what they said. Here’s what they wrote:
“The Honorable Michael B. Mukasey pre-
sided with extraordinary skill and patience,
assuring fairness to the prosecution and to
each defendant, and helpfulness to the jury.
His was an outstanding achievement in the
face of challenges far beyond those normally
endured by a trial judge.”

When the World Trade Center was at-
tacked again, Judge Mukasey quickly re-
opened his court, even though it was just
blocks from Ground Zero. He recognized the
importance of maintaining a functioning jus-
tice system in the midst of a national emer-
gency. He and other judges in his district
worked day and night to ensure that applica-
tions for warrants were processed, investiga-
tions could proceed, and the rule of law was
upheld.

Judge Mukasey is clear-eyed about the
threat our Nation faces. As a judge and a
private lawyer, he’s written on matters of
constitutional law and national security. He
knows what it takes to fight this war effec-
tively, and he knows how to do it in a manner
that is consistent with our laws and our Con-
stitution. And when confirmed by the Senate
as Attorney General, he will work to ensure
that our law enforcement and intelligence of-
ficers have the tools they need to protect the
United States and our citizens.

When he takes his place at the Depart-
ment of Justice, he will succeed another fine
judge, Alberto Gonzales. From his days as
a supreme court justice in Texas to his years
as White House Counsel and as Attorney
General of the United States, this honorable
and decent man has served with distinction.
I've known Al and his family for more than
a decade. He’s a dear friend and a trusted
adviser. I'm going to miss him, and I wish
Al and Becky all the best.

With Mike Mukasey, the Justice Depart-
ment will be in the hands of a great lawyer
and an accomplished public servant. Mike
has shown good judgment in the courtroom;
he’s shown good judgment outside the court-
room. After all, he married a teacher. And
we welcome Susan here, as well as son Marc
and daughter Jessica. Thank you all for com-
ing. He’s also brought his sister, Rhoda, and



